
Who Benefits From Flood Map Modernization?
The Map Modernization project will benefit numerous
groups of people in different ways: 

• Community planners and local officials will gain a
greater understanding of the flood hazards and risks
that affect their community and will be able to use
the data for managing floodplains and wetlands and
making decisions about flood risks, land use, water
resources, evacuation routes, and disaster recovery.

• Builders and developers will have access to more
detailed information for making decisions on where
to build and how construction can affect local flood
hazard areas. 

• Insurance agents, insurance companies, and lending
institutions will have easy on-line access to updates

and upcoming changes in order to serve their
customers and community more efficiently. 

• Home and business owners will have the ability to
make better financial decisions about protecting their
properties.

A Florida Progress Report
In Florida, the state’s Water Management Districts and
the Department of Community Affairs are working in
partnership with FEMA and county governments to
achieve this goal, as part of the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP). 

Mapping for several of the 16 counties within the South
Florida Water Management District  (Broward, Collier,
Lee, Miami-Dade, Martin, Orange, Palm Beach and Polk)
has already begun. The rest (Charlotte, Glades, Hendry,
Highlands, Okeechobee, Osceola and St. Lucie) should
be complete by 2011.

Find Out More
Your local government officials (counties and cities)
should be your first contact to find out more about
YOUR floodplain risk, floodplain management or flood
insurance.  

Useful Web Sites
www.sfwmd.gov/floodmaps
www.floodsmart.gov 
www.fema.gov
www.dca.state.fl.us

FEMA



Why It’s Important: Flooding Happens!
The hurricanes of 2004 and 2005, with their
widespread destruction from flooding, reinforced the
importance of flood insurance, and updated floodplain
maps to help Florida residents correctly assess their

flood risk. Nationally,
more than 30 million
Americans are at high
risk from flooding, and
almost every one of us
may be at some risk.
Damages from flooding
typically are not covered
by standard homeowners’
insurance. In light of
recent events, even those
who are not required to
have flood insurance may
want to purchase it, once
all the risks are reflected
in updated maps.

Florida At High Risk
With predictions that Florida and other coastal states
are likely to see decades more of very active hurricane
seasons, flood risks should be on every resident’s top
10 list of concerns. Why? Floridians are both blessed
and cursed with plentiful rainfall, from 50-60 inches a
year. That keeps our waters clear and aquifers flush,
but because much of our land is very flat, and made
up of quickly saturated soils, flooding can be a risk
any time of the year!

Updated Maps Help Us All Prepare
Most of us want to protect our property investment
from flooding damages, but we need updated
information to make informed decisions. Unfortunately,
many of the maps used to determine the risk of
flooding are more than 10 years old, and have become

outdated because of physical changes in the floodplain
caused by land use, development, erosion and natural
forces. These changes can have an impact on individual
as well as community flood risks. 

Modernizing Flood Maps
Flood hazard maps, also known as Flood Insurance Rate
Maps (FIRMs), are important tools in the effort to protect
lives and properties.  While they indicate the risk for
flooding, many of these maps nationwide are out of
date.  An aggressive, multi-year effort, called Flood Map
Modernization, is now occurring that is updating the

nation’s flood hazard maps
through a partnership
between state and local
governments and the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA). As a result,
these flood hazard maps will
represent a more up-to-date,
easier-to-use, powerful and

accessible digital tool for local flood risk assessment,
floodplain management, land use and emergency planning.

Better technology,
including more advanced
geographic mapping and
digital data collection, is
being used to increase the
reliability as well as the
accessibility of floodplain
maps. The process will
include the creation of
new topographic data,
base imagery acquisition,
flood studies and digital
maps that can be shared,
and quickly updated. The
result: an improved and
more current picture of the
areas most likely to be impacted by flooding and a
better foundation from which to make key decisions.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


